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Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD) & DC Habitat

On 12 New Ivy City Homes with $1.3 Million
Contribution from Level 2 Development

Letter From the Chairman of
the Board of Directors

As housing prices in the District of Columbia continue to rise and
the stock of affordable housing decreases, families struggle to
find a decent place to live and call home. The median price to
purchase a house in the District ($549,000) is at an all-time high
while the average median income for the area followed at a much
slower pace ($75,628).
We at DC Habitat are planning to meet the growing needs of local families for affordable
housing through an ambitious new strategic plan. Over the last year, we have been laying
the foundation to provide a greater number of D.C. residents with more housing solutions
than ever before in our entire 27-year history.
We completed our 158th house in 2016 and have an active construction pipeline which
includes 40 new houses across the District from 13 in the Ivy City neighborhood, to 14 in
Southeast D.C., and another eight for the Skyland neighborhood. These efforts put us on
track to complete our 200th home by 2018.
We are excited to announce that work is underway to launch a home repair program to
provide much-needed repairs and energy-efficiency upgrades for the homes of working
families as well as to help seniors age in place. To sustain this effort, we have increased
our staff capacity and are seeking new sources of funding support.
DC Habitat as an organization is also changing. We increased the size of our Board of
Directors by one-third to manage our growth and to prepare for the future. Our new
Board members come from diverse backgrounds with key experience in development,
real estate, and nonprofit management, but all share the common commitment to
affordable housing which drives us forward.
These accomplishments and the ambitious goals we set for ourselves in 2016 are
only possible with the involvement of partners like you: individuals, organizations,
corporations, foundations, and government agencies that contribute time and
resources to our work. We are sincerely grateful for your unwavering and generous
support to DC Habitat.
A special note of thanks should be mentioned for Level 2 Development for making the
largest contribution in our affiliates’ history: $1.3 million to fund the construction of 12
new homes in Ivy City. And of course we continue to be thankful to Pentagon Federal
Credit Union for not only serving as one of our largest donors, but for also providing the
financing that has made so many of our projects possible.
We are ever grateful for these vital partnerships and look forward to deepening and
strengthening our relationships to serve even more families as we grow.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to thank our donors, the staff,
AmeriCorps members, and thousands of our volunteers who work tirelessly toward our
vision of a community where everyone has a decent place to live and call home.

In Partnership,

John Didiuk
Chair of the Board of Directors
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Who We Are
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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About Us

Our Vision is a world where everyone has a decent place to live.
Our Mission is to reduce poverty
housing in the nation’s capital by
building decent, affordable, energyefficient homes for low-income
working families.

DC Habitat works with many partners
to offer homes and affordable
mortgages at or below market prices.
In return, homebuyers contribute
300 hours of sweat equity toward
construction of their own home and
those of their Habitat neighbors.
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Since our founding in 1988, we have
served more than 200 families in
Washington, D.C. and abroad with the
help of thousands of volunteers and
donors each year.
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By the Numbers:
2016 in Review

FAMILIES
SERVED
10 HOMES COMPLETED & SOLD
44 HOMES IN THE PIPELINE

158TH

HOME
COMPLETED
HABITAT HOMES

NEW BOARD
MEMBERS
OVER
DONORS

750

44%

26,746 HOURS

OF THE
MATERIAL
WE DISPOSE
OF IS
RECYCLED

8.73

TONS

OF USABLE MATERIALS
DIVERTED FROM LANDFILLS

8 AMERICORPS MEMBERS SERVED
12,500+ HOURS

VO O
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T ,1
E 4
E 0
R
S

LANDFILLS

150+ HABITAT YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS (HYPDC)
VOLUNTEERED 600+ HOURS
OTHER VOLUNTEERS

21 CORPORATE
14 GOVERNMENT
& MILITARY

12 NONPROFIT

9 SCHOOLS

$335,635

4 CHURCHES

VALUE OF VOLUNTEER HOURS
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Building Together

Department of Housing and Community Development
(DHCD) & DC Habitat

When you look at a DC Habitat
house, you might see a place where

a family gathers, a haven for children
to grow, or a space to thrive. What
you don’t always see is the long list of
volunteers, sponsors, foundations, and

DHCD produces and preserves
opportunities for affordable housing
and economic development to
revitalize underserved communities.
It focuses on increasing
homeownership opportunities,

You need partners with the same vision—
that any District resident who wants to live
here can afford to do so. Also, those partners
must have the same drive to turn that vision
into reality. We are pleased DC Habitat is a
nonprofit partner that is truly helping us to
make affordable housing happen in the District
of Columbia.

find safe and affordable housing
where they can thrive.
For over a decade, DHCD has
supported DC Habitat through
conveyance of land and through
grants and loans, helping us to build
and rehabilitate homeownership
opportunities for over 50 local
families. This support was critical to
our Ivy City, 28th Place, and
Skyland projects.
“Producing and preserving affordable
housing and addressing vacant
and blighted properties in all eight
wards of the District has to be a
team effort; and that’s why having
nonprofit organizations like DC
Habitat is so important,” says DHCD
Director Polly Donaldson.

—DHCD Director Polly Donaldson

partners that helped fund and build
each home. But take a closer look and
you’ll see one name on nearly every
list: the DC Department of Housing
and Community Development (DHCD).

increasing the supply of quality
affordable housing, addressing
vacant and blighted property, and
providing economic opportunities.
In short, the DHCD team does more,
with more, to help District residents
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DC Habitat Breaks Ground

on 12 New Ivy City Homes with $1.3 Million Contribution
from Level 2 Development

In 2015, we celebrated the

completion of our 28th home in Ivy
City—one of our largest projects to
date in a distressed neighborhood
that is rapidly changing. This fall we
returned to Ivy City with another
reason to celebrate: thanks to a

We are grateful to be working with DC
Habitat to help build these 13 homes and
create the opportunity of homeownership
to families in need.
—David Franco, Principal and Cofounder
of Level 2 Development

generous contribution from Level 2
Development, we will continue to build
homes and create homeownership
opportunities in this community.
Our new Ivy City project is the result
of an innovative collaboration with
Level 2 intended to meet a diverse
range of housing needs as part of
the public benefits package for
the “Highline at Union Market,” a
new 317-unit apartment building
planned in the Union Market District
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of Northeast D.C. In addition to
providing affordable rental units
in the Highline, Level 2 has also
made a $1.3 million contribution
to DC Habitat to create affordable
homeownership opportunities for 12
local working families making less
than 50% of Area Median Income.
The completed homes will feature 3
bedrooms and approximately 1,500
square feet, allowing DC Habitat
and Level 2 to serve larger families
in need of more space. In addition,
these homes will be constructed to
reduce environmental impacts and
homeowner energy bills. Level 2 has
committed to contributing funds for
a 13th unit, which DC Habitat will
build within the next few months.
When it comes to affordable
housing, there’s no one-size-fits all
solution. This unique collaboration
will provide both affordable rental
units and affordable homeownership
opportunities, meeting the needs of
more local families. “We are grateful
to be working with DC Habitat to
help build these 13 homes and create
the opportunity of homeownership to
families in need,” said David Franco,
Principal and Cofounder of
Level 2 Development.

DC Habitat also received support
from Pentagon Federal Credit Union,
which supplied acquisition financing
that was critical to making this
project possible.
We broke ground on this exciting
project last October with Level 2
Development and were honored to
be joined by Mayor Muriel Bowser
and community members. In
attendance were current and future
DC Habitat Ivy City homeowners,
reminding us of past successes
and inspiring us to continue our
much needed work in the Northeast
quadrant and throughout D.C.
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Partner Spotlight:
Raytheon Company
On a warm fall morning, employees
from one of the largest defense
contractors in the country gathered
together in Southeast D.C. to
listen to U.S. Army veteran Ken
Harris. Ken wasn’t there to talk
about technology, government, or

cybersecurity; he was there to talk
about the importance of having a
place to call home.
“Don’t think that you are just
hammering, caulking, painting or
putting down sod; that’s not what
you’re really doing. What you’re

Our company provides solutions to help
our service men and women complete their
missions and return home safely. So it’s
especially fitting that we’re helping build a
new home for one of our veterans.
—Dave Wajsgras, president of Raytheon’s
Intelligence, Information and Services business

doing is saving people — people like
the person that I used to be. Once I
became a homeowner, that person
started to heal and change for
the better.”
Ken’s audience spent a day
volunteering to build a home as part
of a new partnership with Raytheon,
who made a generous donation of
$100,000 to sponsor a home for
a veteran. The build day marked
the kickoff of a series of volunteer
days that would bring Raytheon
employees together for an important
local cause.
Raytheon Company, with 2016 sales
of $24 billion and 63,000 employees,
is a technology and innovation
leader specializing in defense, civil
government and cybersecurity
solutions. Their history of innovation
spans 95 years, and they provide
state-of-the-art electronics, mission
systems integration, C5ITM products
and services, sensing, effects, and
mission support for customers
in more than 80 countries. While
Raytheon’s work takes them across
the world, their commitment to local
communities allows them to make a
big impact at home.
“Raytheon is dedicated to making
a difference in the communities
where our employees live, work
and serve,” said Dave Wajsgras,
president of Raytheon’s Intelligence,
Information and Services business.
“Our company provides solutions
to help our service men and women
complete their missions and return
home safely. So it’s especially fitting
that we’re helping build a new home
for one of our veterans.”
We look forward to another great year
working with Raytheon employees,
who will be volunteering on our
Southeast project throughout the
construction process and celebrating
with us when we hand off the keys to
five new DC Habitat families.
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Homeowner Profile:
Azieb Tesfemariam
Originally from Eritrea, a politically
turbulent and war-torn country in
East Africa, Azieb Tesfemariam
and her two children were granted
asylum in Germany. In 2007, she
moved to Washington, D.C. to
be reunited with her mother and
siblings. As a single mother of three
children—two daughters, 21 and
18, and a son, 14—it was difficult
for her to find affordable housing.
After Azieb finally managed to find
a two-bedroom apartment for her
family of four, she found herself in a
dispute with her landlord, who tried
to evict them. Working with a pro
bono lawyer, the court case was won
in Azieb’s favor.
“I was scared every time the rent
increased. I didn’t have confidence. I
got a gift from God. I got a gift
from Habitat.”
After years of being rent-burdened,
stressed, and working multiple
jobs, Azieb learned about Habitat
through a friend in November
of 2014. From that point on she
was dedicated to completing DC
Habitat’s program requirements,
including volunteering on her days
off to finish her sweat equity hours.

It made me strong. I learned a lot. I did
everything – cut wood, roofing, installed
flooring – everything.

“It made me strong. I learned a lot. I
did everything – cut wood, roofing,
installed flooring – everything.”

—Azieb Tesfemariam, Habitat Homeowner

One year after hearing about
Habitat, Azieb moved into her threebedroom townhome. Becoming a
homeowner has made a tremendous
difference in the lives of Azieb and
her children. Before becoming a DC
Habitat homeowner, Azieb and her
children lived in a cramped apartment
and were too embarrassed to invite
friends over to their home. Now, they
enjoy having visitors and even host
holidays with pride and confidence.
Her children told her “Mama, we are
very, very happy…you’re a strong
woman and work very hard. We don’t
have a life without you.”

Becoming a homeowner has been a
transformative experience for Azieb’s
family, who no longer lose sleep
or feel stressed about their living
conditions. Instead, however, they
have gained confidence while they
continue working hard at school.
“DC Habitat is not a company, it’s
family. It’s not…a mortgage [that] sells
a house. This is family. I think for [me],
I got a big family. I got confidence.”
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Fiscal Overview

REVENUE

$2,144,429

In-Kind Goods
& Services

$348,911

Sale of Homes

$2,919,953

Other Income

$920

Grants

$157,500

Total

$5,571,713

EXPENSES

Construction
& Programs

$4,689,293

Fundraising

$329,255

General
& Administrative

$310,846

Total		$5,329,394
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Our Partners
Thank You to Our Individual Contributors
GOVERNMENT AND
COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Corporation for National and
Community Service
DC Department of Housing and
Community Development

$1,000,000+
Level 2 Development

LEGACY PARTNER
($150,000+)

$15,000+

$5,000+

AvalonBay Communities, Inc.

320 Florida Owner LLC

Bloomberg Philanthropies

Agua Fund, Inc.

Bradley Vogt

American Airlines

Dennis Barry

Apprio Inc.

Fannie Mae

CitiBank FSB

National Presbyterian Church

Daltile

The Morris and Gwendolyn
Cafritz Foundation

Georgetown Presbyterian Church

United Way of the National
Capital Area

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP

$10,000+
GOLD HAMMER PARTNER
($75,000+)
Capital One

Audi of America
Share Fund

Pentagon Federal Credit Union
Raytheon Company
The J. Willard and Alice S.
Marriott Foundation

BRONZE HAMMER PARTNER
($25,000+)
Buildable Hours, Inc.
Dow
Estate of Ms. Ann Hyde
Wells Fargo
World Bank Community
Connections Fund
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Habitat for Humanity International
Hessel Aluise and Neun, PC
United Nations Federal Credit Union
White & Case LLP

and Corporate Level Partners
$1,000+
Aaron Berman
Agriculture Federal Credit Union
Aleksey Minchenkov
Ann Ashton
Anno Hermanns
Brian Monks
Carol Casperson
Chesapeake Surgical LTD
Clifton Middleton
Community Foundation for the
National Capital Region
Community Foundation of
Greater Birmingham
Damian Kulash

Mari-Anne Pisarri

MAJOR IN-KIND PARTNERS

Marijean Berry

American Airlines

Marjorie Wellman

Taproot Foundation

Mark Bisnow

IN-KIND GOODS & SERVICES

Mark Hollinger

Annie’s Ace Hardware

Michael Beckerman

Conway Construction

Michael Kenefick

Dow

Michael Marshall

Valspar Paint

Michele Verploeg

Whirlpool Corporation

National Grid
Nicholas Burger
One Eight Distilling
Point Park University
Sneidiker Family Charitable Fund

Daniel Kaplan

State Farm Mutual Automobile
Insurance Company

Florence Crouch

Stephen Bruce

Franklin Mutual Insurance Company

Susan Moser

Glenn Youngkin

Susanne Slater

Grace DC: Downtown

The Arnold & Jan Bernstein Fund

Jan Ziolkowski

The Richard and Nancy Gould
Family Fund

Jennifer Perkins
Julia Small
Kenton Campbell
Kris Smathers
Liza Tanner

Thomas Horst
Todd Dorrien
Venkata Tangella
Vitreus Foundation
Will Vandeburg
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Dedicated Volunteers

200+ Hours

50-100 Hours

Colin Cookman

Bob Conley

Ilya Khazanov

Allyson Conner

Matthew Lee

Kristen Dunlap

Jessica Poulson

Jonathan Hambacker

Joan Reinthaler

Mika Kania

Don Schmigel

Joshua Moss

Aaron Somawang

Niloufar Norouzi

100-200 Hours
Bora Bahk
Nick Burger
Whitney Canon

HABITAT YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Tori Vogel
President

Katie Wiacek
Vice President

Marcus Jelks
Treasurer

Alex Delaney

Paul Weinberger

Executive Committee Member

LaTonya Wilson

Alex Dempsey

David Widner

Fundraising & Partnerships
Committee Co-Chair

Sarah Widner

Chris Sherman

John Collins

Fundraising & Partnerships
Committee Co-Chair

Jane Goforth

Eric Frady

Daniel Mitchell
Chuck Pfleeger

Outreach & Advocacy
Committee Co-Chair

Philip Pommerening

Paul Stanford

Jim Webb

Outreach & Advocacy
Committee Co-Chair

Andrew Palczewski
Marketing & Communications Chair

Don Stack
Board Liaison
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2115 Ward Court NW, Suite 100
Washington, D.C. 20037
202-882-4600
www.dchabitat.org

CFC#: 71579
America’s Charities#: 20474

